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Emile Michea Leaves a Noble Heritage
In the r.ecerrt t lrrath of Emile

)Iichr,a, the culinary' f ir:aternity of the
Paci f ic  Coast has lost  a valued fr iend

and a veteran chef and stel 'arc l
rvhose menlor.v u ' i l l  loug l re reverecl

ancl  u. i rose place iu the l teat ' ts of  h is
hcst of adntiret's rri l l  l ie a dif l ictt lt
out: to fi l l . IIe ciietl ou ^\orenrber 27
at his homtr in Seatt le.  rv i rerL '  he l ivecl
u'ith a i levotecl lvife arrtl citrughter.
rvho, with a son, sttrvive hirn.

Emite l l ichea rvas bot 'n in Yalence,
France, near L1'ons. on Sept.  28,  1863,
and af ter  learning his t racle in that
grruntr') '  ci l lr le ovel' to I[ontrea1, Can-
acla,  ' lvhen aged 2J,  ancl  s ince that

I-eal ' ,  1888, had exlrer ierrcecl  a very
l ' ide antl successful cit l 'rel ' as sterv-
ard, being e'mplol'e<l at varirius 'well-

i-nol'n_an_d high-ggi{l i lrctels anrl
iuns ul l  uni i i  192:.  \ \ 'htrr  he became
secretar 'p '  nnr l  mrinager of  the Seatt l t :
Cu l inar '1 '  Assoc ia t io r r  a t  i t s  ince l l t io r r
1{) y'ears ago, rvhich rnrportarrt. posi-
t ion he l ie lc l  t i l l  h is t ieat i r .

His expet ' ience in l " rance had macle
itinr tr conuoissetr] ', -ry[1i1ygr a-iclt d hirn
in securing some fine positions from
the t ime he f i rst  ianded upon Ameri-
ctrn soil. In 1890, ;\ lr. i \I ichea was
n'or i i ing in Chicago, n 'here he held
several  i rnportant t r - rosi t ious,  one of  -
l 'hierh l\ ' irs that of stervard at the
Ohicago Beach } f t r te l ,  rvhere he re-
rnainecl six 1'ears. During the World's
i.'air', he ryvas rvine stervarcl at the
NoeI Peter Cafe on the exposi t ion
grounds.

Later. IIr. l I icht'a' lrent to NIil-
rvaukee, rvhere ire lvorkecl as stervard
of the Plankinton Ifotel, and also at
the Pfister Hotel. It tvas rvhile at
the Pfister th:rt he ruet his rvife,
rvhom he marr ied in 1896. St i l l  later,
I te rra.s stervard at  the-( l l l l "ge Iun in

EII'-[LE [rl-qggA_--- pr),S,Sessed a iaigffii'
Unt i l  n is r lear i r .  secretary-manager nf  fhr ,
Seat 'e Cul inary Assn. .  and one 
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i rcr  of  let ters of  recolnnlendat ion

best 'knorvn stewards in America.

l l ihraul iee.  I I is  posi t ions at  t t l l  t l r r :se
places r\-eI'e r, 'eI ') '  responsil)L' ri i leri.

It l-as rvhile at the Planli intotr lfci-
te l  that  he met \Y.  G. King. l f l te i r
business ancl social relations lasterl
over a pel iod of  more than 20 1'ears.
Wherr ]h'. I( iug, 'whose death pre-
cedecl  that  of  } l ichea but a f  eu'
months,  came to Seatt le,  he ind.uced
the latter to join him in this cit l ' ,
ancl at both the Butler and Sar,'o;-
Tlotels. IIr. ][ ichea l\ 'as either chef or
stervard,  coming to Seatt le ancl  the
But ler  in 1907.

There rvas a period betrveen his
positions at the Butler and the Savtly
Hotels in Seattle, that h,, '  ' , ; i t:, .^i 
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toria, B. C., rvhere he served as steur-
ard at IIotel Westholmg. I{e returnerl
to Seattlt irr 191E, and held tlr.e Sal-trp'
positiou of stervarcl t i l l  1921. It rvas
the next . r 'eal  that  the Seatt le Cul-

inary '  r \ssociat ion was organized. atr
he 'wns the most act ive member in i t
cretr t ion.

Ife u'as the secretar',v:-manag'el', ir
stat t  d,  f rom i ts beginning unt i l  h j
t leath, ancl al.so, for tr t ime, r 'as editt i
a ncl lrralragel of the Pacific Coa-.
(- lhef , ,1t . ,  i1ssr)c iat ion's oi f ic ia l  mar*! t ' i r
z ine.  I t  h;rs l rccn chrc r I  sr , '? l t  r ica
to i t is  rnalragernent of  af ta i rs that  th
association and its clull, as rvell a.
i ts mag'azine l 'h i le under his man
agement.  have been so successful .

His rriclot' and a daughter', ^\f l ' : ,
l lar ie Bol l ruan, l ive at  the fanr i l ;
home in Seattle, tvhilc. a son. Henri
l l ichea, l i les in San !'rancisco, rrhert
ire is au official in t l ie office there oi
the Nerr Yorii Life Insuranee Clo.

ft 'ortt t irc vztrious places he 'rras enr-
pLry'eci. and hacl had numet't ins hr-'n-
()t 'rs atrti favot's slton'ered u[)oil hinr
in his 'ear l1 '  l i fe.  \Yhi l "e at  the Pf ister
[ I ' , teI  in ^\ I i l ivaukee, ] ie had the horr-
, , t '  r ) f  set 'v ing Plesident { i l l iam }Ir : -
iiinle;', rrho \\,as a. griest 
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r r r ru l iet l 's  then leading hosteh'y.
'\ marr rr_f integrily; irs lett6rs frr-im

emplo.vers go to shorv, Emiie l l ichea
u'as ]relcl in ir iqii esteern by' his as-
st ie iates.  both i r r  arrc l  out  of ,  the'or-

;ranizatitru rvhich he, mbnaged.' .Thq
members entettaiu.4 1b9 gi^eateqi're-
spect for him, and he,ry?s popular.
anrong the entire fppleiqi.ty, being

Jrorsonall1' lrnown tci'6tmbsi blt mo*-
bers of the profeqsion qf-gnd'4oyh
.,.., r,rrii)r. rris tiie: wCi:.in:'.ins'ni.al
tion to the y,,rungbi' -q;{.}iiirai",gt
ehefs ancl ste'w&Icls,. all of who'miaie
bereirvu'd because' bf': his A6pb5'the
from that sphere of usgfu\rer!. jn.
,virich lre so ro,,s 
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